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FOLLOWS: 

"HAS ISRAEL A NUCLEAR WEAPON?" 

ANSWER: "ISRAEL IS NOT A NUCLEAR POWER-A NUCLEAR 
STATE. ISRAEL HAS COMMITTED ITSELF NOT TO BE THE 
FIRST TO INTRODUCE A NUCLEAR WEAPON TO THE MIDDLE 
EAST." 

QUESTION: "HOW QUICKLY COULD YOU BE SECOND?" 
ANSWER: "I HOPE THAT THERE WILL BE NO TEMPTATION 
BY THE OTHER SIDE TO INTRODUCE A NUCLEAR WEAPON. I 
BELIEVE THAT WE CANNOT AFFORD TO BE THE SECOND, BUT 
WE HAVE TO BE NOT THE FIRST, NOT THE SECOND, BUT AT 
THE SAME TIME." 

2. COMMENT: NEW PART OF STATEMENT OF COURSE IS THAT 
ISRAEL CANNOT AFFORD TO BE THE SECOND TO INTRODUCE THE 
WEAPON. THIS WOULD APPEAR TO PUT HIGHER PREMIUM THAN 
BEFORE ON MUTUAL ISRAELI- ARAB PERCEPTIONS OF CAPABILITY 
AND INTENTION TO EMPLOY A NUCLEAR WEAPON. 
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